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OFFICE  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER 


February-  1,  1972 


TO:      Members  of  School  Committees 
Superintendents  of  Schools 

FROM:    Neil  V.  Sullivan,  Commissioner  of  Education 

SUBJECT:  Report  of  Local  Educational  Agencies  on  the  Educational  Goals 
for  Massachusetts 


The  communication  of  November  19,  1971,  from  the  Massachusetts  Board 
of  Education,  which  accompanied  the  document,  Educational  Goals  for 
Massachusetts ,  reaffirmed  our  commitment  to  the  "results  approach"  strategy 
for  education  in  Massachusetts.  Planning  priorities  were  reiterated  and 
attention  focused  to  the  implementation  of  the  goals  as  the  course  of 
action  at  the  State  and  local  levels.  The  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Education  is  sending  a  booklet  of  .guidelines  and  forms  to  assist  the  local 
educational  agencies  in  initiating  a  specific  plan  for  attaining  these 
educational  goals. 

The  booklet  is  intended  to  collect  information  which  will  require 
school  committees  and  superintendents  of  schools  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
review  their  policies  and  programs,  in  the  light  of  the  educational  goals. 
Specifically,  the  responses  will  assist  in  a  self -evaluation  which  leads 
to  more  efficient  management  methods,  provide  a  feedback  relative  to 
special  needs  so  that  the  Department  of  Education  attains  a  basis  for 
rational  management  decisions,  provide  the  Department  of  Education  with 
a  sense  of  the  prevailing  climate  in  which  education  is  taking  place  and 
provide  a  vehicle  for  community  involvement  which  is  so  essential  to  the 
development  of  a  responsive  educational  system. 

The  development  and  implementation  of  local  plans  relative  to  the 
goals  also  include  the  development  of  the  design  of  assessment  and  the 
ultimate  development  of  performance  objectives.  To  this  end,   an  initial 
design  for  assessment  and  evaluation  has  been  developed  by  the  Department 
of  Education  and  is  included  in  the  appendix  of  the  reporting  booklet  to 
show  the  relationship  of  a  goal  and  the  assessment  design  as  they  are 
currently  envisioned.  This  plan  for  cooperative  assessment  and  evaluation 
is  intended  to  be  a  process  subject  to  change  of  direction  and  emphasis. 
Mutual  experiences  year  by  year  at  the  State  and  local  level  aided  by 
community  participation  will  help  determine  the  continual  evolution  of  the 
assessment  and  evaluation  program. 
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Please  be  assured  of  the  total  commitment  of  the  Department  of 
Education  to  assist  and  advise  if  necessary  in  the  development  and 
implementation  of  local  plans  relevant  to  the  goals.  It  is  hoped  that 
through  our  combined  efforts  you  will  be  able  to  complete  the  booklet 
and  return  it  to  my  office  by  June  1,  197; 


It  • 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2013 
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"Our  top  priority  project.., to  define  the  educational  results  we  are  seeking..-,'" 

"Tne  Results  Approach  to  Education  suggests  a  strategy  for  stimulating 
the  significant  and  comprehensive  changes  which  we  believe  are  necessary- 
it  focuses  on  the  results  to  be  achieved  and  judges  activities  in  this 
light .  Our  top  priority  project  must  be  to  define  the  educational  re- 
sults we  are  seeking  and  provide  ways  of  measuring  the  accomplishments 
of  school  systems  and  schools  in  terms  of  student  output  in  all  dimensions 
of  educational  quality,,  This  measurement  of  results  will  be  difficult 
btit  it  can  and  must  be  done."   [Genesis  ;  page  16 .  ]  . 

' To  humanize, . »a  major  concern. . . " 

"The  school  as  a  unique  public  institution  has  stimulated  and  should 
continue  to  stimulate  intellectual  enjoyment  and  to  enhance  cognitive 
learning,  particularly  through  the  development  of  problem-solving , 
decision-making,  and  organizational  skills .   The  need  for  schools 
simultaneously  to  humanise  the  educational  process  is  of  major  concern 
for  parents,  teachers,  administrators  and  the  young  people  attending 
our  educational  institutions.   Stronger  emphasis  should  be  placed  upon 
more  effective  personal  interaction  at  all  levels  and  upon  a  more 
individualized  approach  to  the  teaching- learning  process."  [Pathways, 
page  14 . ] . 

"To  seek  the  full  participation  of.  . . the  general  citizenry. . . :' 


"You  are  encouraged  to  seek  the  full  participation  of  parents,  young 
people  and  the  general  citizenry  on  your  planning  and  implementation 
process.   In  order  to  facilitate  their  cooperation  we  are  distributing 
copies  of  the  EDUCATIONAL  GOALS  FOR  MASSACHUSETTS  to  all  school  prin- 
cipals 9  to  appropriate  civic  organizations,  the  Commissioner's  Youth 
Advisory  Council,  the  Massachusetts  Teachers'  Association  and  the 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Teachers. li   [Board  of  Education,  Letter, 
November  19 :  1971]. 
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GU  IDE  L  I  N  E  £ 

THE  REPORTING  SYSTEM: 

The  reporting  system  consists  of  FOUR  basic  questions .   Responses  must 
relate  directly  to  specific  goal-oriented  achievements .   ALL  FOUR  questions 
must  be  answered  for  EACH  GOAL. 

A  program  or  policy  of  significant  5_mpact  may  be  cited  more  than  cnce 
when  it  is  relative  to  more  than  one  goal. 

It  is  possible  that  a  school  system  is  now  offering,  or  is  planning  to 
offer,  a  program  that  is  oriented  toward  a  goal  not  here  represented. 
Additional  space  is  provided  for  goals  unique  to  an  individual  school 
system.   Please  respond  to  all  FOUR  questions  concerning  each  goal 
described  in  this  way. 

FOUR  QUESTIONS; 

1.  What  policies  and  programs  are  presently  in  operation  that 
serve  as  a  means  of  attaining  this  goal? 

2.  To  what  extent  have  these  policies  and  programs  succeeded 
relative  to  the  attainment  of  this  goal?  What  criteria 
were  used  in  making  this  evaluation? 


lo 


[Please  use  the  fallowing  value.  scale  fan  Kesponse  to  tints 
question-     Ven.y  much  satisfied    sati-i,^ied    iintzn.tai.nt 
dissatisfied;   ven.y  much  dissatisfied.) 

[State  evaluative  technique.  used,    6uch  as°  stand.aAdized  nonm 
n.efanenced  tests.   cnJjt&vLon  tiefieAznced  tests,  teachen.  tests, 
public  testimony,   peMonal  observation ,   consultant  on. 
n.eseaAck  results ,  subjective  conclusion*  .  etc.     IjJ  standa/td- 
ized  test  used,  give  specific  name  oft  test.} 

3.   What  new  programs  will  be  instituted  in  the  1972-73  school 
year  to  attain  this  goal? 

4c   Given  additional  funds,  what  new  programs  would  be  initiated 
in  the  1972-73  school  year  to  attain  this  goal? 

(Please  liMt  in  pni.onit.ij  onden.  pn.ogn.afn  need*  and  pnojected 
enJiollment  fiiguAes  in  Kesponse  to  this  question.) 

Sample  responses  are  given,  using  GOAL  VI  as  an  EXAMPLE-.   Additional 
examples  are  provided  in  the  Appendix.   Please  be  advised  that  these  are 
merely  cited  by  way  of  suggesting  goal-oriented  programs  and  policies 
that  may  be  considered.   Far  more  innovative  practices  are  in  operation 
in  many  school  districts  than  are  here  used  as  samples. 

Assistance  in  filling  out  this  workbook  is  available  by  contacting  the 
Regional  Office  of  the  Department  of  Education  nearest  your  school  district 

TWO  copies  of  this  workbook  are  mailed  in  this  package— please  RETURN  one 
copy  to  the  Department  of  Education,  Office  of  the  Commissioner;  RETAIN 
one  copy  for  further  use. 
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PATHWAYS 


EDUCATIONAL  GOALS  FOR  MASSACHUSETTS  recognizes  the  total  environment  of 
the  learner  and  the  many  pathways  to  his  growth  and  development . 

The  Pathway  statements  have  been  reproduced  on  the  following  tx^o  pages. 
A  value  scale  is  used  after  each  statement  to  assess  the  school  district's 
attitude  and/or  degree  of  acceptance  of  each  statements 

Strongly  Agree  (SA) ;  Agree  (A) ;  1'eutral  (N) "  Pisagree  (DA)  ; 

Strongly  Disagree  (SD) . 


SA     A     N     D     SD 


3G 


PATHWAYS 


The  educational  system  should  accord  dignity  to  tlie  learner  by  respecting 
hira  as  a  person."  by  individualizing  instruction  in  a  manner  which  allows 
him  to  work  according  to  his  ability  and  to  satisfy  his  need  to  succeed" 
by  encouraging  him  to  develop  his  own  value  system  which  is  tempered  with 
a  sensitivity  to  his  obligations  to  others'  by  freeing  his  creative  nature- 
and  by  aiding  him  to  develop  his  thought  processes  in  a  realistic  atmosphere. 

SA     A     N     r>     S^ 


The  educational  system  should  encourage  use  of  the  physical  and  personnel 
resources  of  the  surrounding  geographical  area  and  eliminate  or  reduce  time 
and  place  restrictions  and  constraints  which  inhibit  student  progress, 

SA     A     v  T)  SD 


The  educational  system  should  expand  the  role  of  the  teacher  from  that  of  a 
transmitter  of  knowledge  and  information  to  that  of  a  facilitator  of  and 
partner  in  learning,  possessing  the  competence  for  the  necessary  tasks. 


_F t> SP 

i 

!         I 


The  educational  system  should  understand  how  the  teacher  in  personal 
interaction  with  students  influences  their  well-being  and  their  personal 
values. 

SA.     A     N     f)  SD 


The  educational  system  should  recognize  the  cnicial  nature  of  the 
supportive  role  of  administrators  in  working  with  teachers. 

SA     A     M     r*     S~ 


The  educational  system  should  supply,  in  coordination  with  local,  regional, 
state,  and  federal  agencies,  those  supportive  pupil  personnel  services 
needed  to  foster  individual  development  and  to  contribute  to  the  social 
welfare,  particularly  those  services  related  to   mental  and  physical  health. 

SA     A     N     ^     S1^ 


-31- 


The  educational  system  should  respond  to  the  needs  and  concerns  of  all  the 
people  itfhile  working  toward  a  student-centered  educational  process  and 
seek  broad  support-financial  and  otherwise-to  the  fulfillment  of  this  end. 
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CITITEtf  APVISOP.Y  COT"?*ITTKE 

Please  list  the  names  of  all  citizens  who  were  active  on  the 
Citizen  Advisory  Committee  in  the  completion  of  this  document. 

Citizen  Advisory  Committee  Chairman 


'"•ate  of  last  Committee  Tfeetine 
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'  -6L0SSARY- 

Accountability 

The  quality  or  state  of  being  subject  to  judgement  for  an  action 

or  result  which  a  person  has  been  given  authority  and  responsibility 

to  perf orm  or  bring  about . 

Activity 

An  activity  is  a  specific  set  of  tasks  oriented  to  the  attainment 
of  one  or  more  specified  objectives  and  is  treated  as  a  definite ,, 
specif c,  measurable  entity,  to  be  performed  by  specified  individuals 
or  organizational  units,  to  be  maintained  at  a  specified  rate  and 
volume  of  performance  and  intended  results. 

Educational  Assessment 

A  process  which  results  in  the  determination  of  educational  needs, 
(see  Feed) 

Evaluation 

The  process  of  measuring  and  judging  the  extent  to  which  programs 
and  activities  are  effective  in  achieving  the  stated  goals  and 
objectives o 


Goal 


Need 


A  statement  of  broad  direction,  general  purpose,  or  intent.  A 
goal  is  general  and  timeless  and  is  not  concerned  vith  a  particular 
achievement  within  a  specified  time  period. 


The  situation  which  occurs  when  what  is  actually  happening  is  below 
that  which  is  expected. 


Objective 


A  desired  accomplishment  which  can  be  measured  within  a  specified 
time  and  under  specified  conditions.  The  attainment  of  the  objective 
advances  the  system  toward  a  corresponding  goal. 


Planning 


Planning  is  the  selection  and  identification  of  the  overall  goals 
of  the  organization  and  the  analysis  of  various  possible  courses 
of  action  in  terms  of  relative  costs  and  accomplishments  or 
benefits  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  decisiort-ntaking  orocess  in 
the  selecting  of  courses  of  action. 


Policy 


A  policy  is  a  governing  principle,  plan  or  course  of  action. 

Program 

A  program  consists  of  one  or  more  related,  activities  directed  at 
attaining  one  or  more  related  objectives. 


COOPERATIVE 

DESIGN  FOR  ASSESSMENT 

AND 

EVALUATION 

IN 

MASSACHUSETTS 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education  has  embarked  on  a  long-range, 
cooperative  effort  to  create  a  design  in  collaboration  with  local 
communities  which  the  total  educational  community  can  use  to  (1)  assess 
the  learning  needs  of  individual  students  and  groups  of  students  and  (2) 
to  evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  local  and  State  educational  programs. 

This  plan  for  cooperative  assessment  and  evaluation  is  meant  to  be  a 
viable,  living  process  subject  to  change  of  direction  and  emphasis.   None 
of  what  follows  is  meant  to  be  rigid  or  final.   Ilutual  experiences  year 
by  year  at  the  State  and  local  level ,  aided  by  community  participation 
and  reaction,  will  help  determine  the  continual  evolution  of  the  assess- 
ment and  evaluation  program. 

Local  school  systems  and  the  Department  itself  have  been  collecting  data 
and  assessing  educational  performance  for  many  years;  but  the  initial 
involvement  of  the  Department  in  comprehensive,  state-wide  assessment 
occurred  only  recently  with  the  implementation  of  the  fourth-grade 
testing  program  in  January 3  1971  <   This  state-wide  testing  generated 
detailed  study  of  assessment  needs   as  a  result,  initial  plans  have 
been  developed ,   and  the  Board  of  Education  presents  these  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Commonwealth's  professional  and  lay  publics  concerned 
with  the  progress  of  public  education. 

In  the  process  of  developing  these  plans ,  many  people  inside  and  outside  of 
the  Department  were  involved.   A  staff  task  force  worked  out  an  initial 
proposal,  which  was  then  shared  with  several  publics  for  their  reactions. 
Ultimately s  in  November  and  December  of  1971 >   more  than  a  hundred  super- 
intendents, principals,  and  teachers  were  given  the  document  to  read  and 
react  to  in  individual  conferences  with  Department  staff.   Many  of  the 
suggestions  coming  from  the  field  are  reflected  in  the  present  plan, 

T  he  plan  has  the  following  facets  \ 

1.  Identification  of  needs  of  children,  youth,  and  society  in  general. 

2.  Establishment  of  goals  for  education  consistent  with  these  identified 
needs. 

3.  Development  of  assessment  and  evaluation  activities  to  measure 
learner  achievement  and  program  success  in  terms  of  the  goals. 

4.  Repetition  of  the  above  three-  step  cycle  through  the  redefinition 
of  goals  and  the  revision  of  programs . 

In  short,  we  need  to  coordinate  the  several  efforts  that  all  of  us  are 
engaged  in  at  varying  levels  now  into  a  concerted,  systematic  state-wide 
approach  to  educational  assessment  and  evaluation.   The  result  can  only 
be  increased  efficiency  at  all  levels  of  education  and  more  sophisticated 
techniques  and  results . 
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IMMEDIATE  EMPHASIS— 1971-72 


The  Board  of  Education  and  the  Department  devoted  considerable  attention 
to  identification  of  needs  and  establishment  of  goals  during  the  1970-71 
school  year.   This  activity  has  resulted  in  publication  of  a  document 
entitled,  Educational  Goals  for  Massachusetts ,  which  sets  forth  in  con- 
siderable detail  broad  goals  for  our  public  schools. 

Pursuant  to  these  goals ,  Department  staff  have  developed  a  second  year 
of  assessment  activities  as  a  part  of  the  long-range  design  on  which  this 
document  is  an  interim  report.  These  activities,  which  have  been  initiated 
with  the  involvement  and  cooperation  of  local  administrators  and  staff, 
are  summarized  as  follows  t 

1.  Pilot  assessment  activities  identifying  techniques  to  assess  physical 
and  social  behavior  and  conceptual  developmental  needs  in  early 
childhood  education. 

2.  Repetition  of  the  fourth-grade  aptitude/basic  skills  achievement 
battery  on  a  10  percent  sample  of  eighth  grade  pupils.  A  second 
picture  of  basic  skills  would  further  validate  or  qualify  data 
obtained  on  fourth  grade  pupils  during  the  1970-71  academic  year. 

3.  Because  of  frequent  requests  of  school  personnel  that  the  Department 
consider  assessment  in  areas  other  than  the  basic  skills — affective 
behaviors ,  attitudes,  values — study  is  now  underway  involving  the 
examination  of  a  number  of  instruments  which  might  be  used  in 
demonstration  or  pilot  activity  to  attempt  measurement  in  these 
particular  complex  areas. 

A.  Criterion  reference  testing  in  the  areas  of  science  and  citizenship 
at  grade  seven  on  a  10  percent  sample  basis.   Such  activity  would 
involve  adaptation  of  tests  to  individual  school  systems  in  light  of 
their  specification  or  selection  of  objectives.  This  would  be  an 
initial  step  in  an  emphasis  on  evaluation  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

While  specific  assessment  activities  are  given  above  for  immediate 
1971-72  attention  by  MDE  personnel,  these  and  subsequent  activities  in 
the  area  of  evaluation  must  be  directed  toward  the  recently  specified 
Goals.  To  this  end,  Commissioner  Sullivan  has  designated  a  Design  Task 
Force  whose  major  mission  will  be  to  recommend  content  and  directions 
for  the  next  eight  years  of  the  Massachusetts  Design.  The  Task  Force 
membership  includes  broad  representation  from  the  educational  (including 
higher  education)  and  lay  communities.  Paramount  in  their  discussions 
will  be  the  development  of  norms  and  methods  of  comparisons— for 
comparisons  between  and  among  communities  will  be  an  essential  aspect 
of  state  evaluation. 

FUTURE  DIRECTIONS 

The  Task  Force  will  continue  to  exercise  leadership  in  implementing  the 
process  described  in  the  four-step  cycle  identified  earlier.   It  will 
also  continue  to  invite  representatives  from  the  public  and  private 
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sectors  to  join  with  the  Department  in  a  cooperative  effort  to  select 
and  develop  assessment  measures,  interpret  and  analyze  test  results , 
redefine  needs  and  goals,  and  plan  change  strategies . 

In  concert  with  the  above.  Task  Force  activities  during  the  next  several 
years  will  include  the  following; 

1.  Assessment  and  evaluation  instruments  will  be  developed  by  the 
Department  with  assistance  from  various  professional  groups  for 
utilization  in  extensive  sampling  and  pilot  assessment  activities . 
Such  instruments  will  measure  both  the  cognitive  and,  as  feasible, 
the  affective  aspects  of  the  learning  process. 

2.  A  sustained  effort  will  be  exerted  to  (1)  collect  objective  data 
(test  results,,  etc),  (2)  analyze  data  previously  stored  in  R  and  D 
bank j  (3)  expand  data  capacity  for  describing  educational  conditions 
and  programs,  and  (4)  increase  quantity  of  responses  by  various 
publics  to  opinion  surveys  and  attitude  measures  designed  to  assess 
public  reaction  to  the  status  of  education  in  the  Commonwealth. 

3.  Data  collected  from  assessment  instruments  will  be  analyzed  and 
interpreted  in  relation  to  state-wide  educational  goals.   Data 
analysis  and  interpretation  will  also  reflect  the  contributions  of 
the  cognitive  and  affective  domains  to  the  learning  process. 

4.  Norms  and  procedures  will  be  developed  for  utilization  in  making 
comparisons  between  and  among  schools  and  school  districts  in  respect 
to  the  quality  of  educational  opportunities  and  programs.   Since 
school  committees  must  be  accountable  to  the  lay  public  as  they 
continue  to  seek  financial  support ,  comparisons  vrlll   be  an  essential 
component  of  State  Assessment  activities . 

5.  Department  assessment  plans  will  be  articulated  to  interested 
educators  through  such  activities  as  the  Superintendents9  Round 
Tables,  Regional  Center  workshops,  and  other  regional  and  state 
conferences  sponsored  by  various  professional  organizations. 


REPORTING  RESULTS 

In  the  final  analysis,  the  Commissioner  of  Education,  as  Chief  State 
School  Officer,  and  the  superintendents  of  schools,  as  chief  local  school 
officers,  are  held  accountable  for  assessment  of  educational  needs  and 
evaluation  of  educational  programs  in  the  Commonwealth.   Neither  can 
take  these  responsibilities  lightly,  and  it  is  clear  that  both  will  be 
challenged,  in  the  1970' s  as  never  before,  to  make  wise  and  effective 
use  of  the  data  obtained  from  assessment  and  evaluation  activities.   To 
meet  this  challenge ,  the  Department  and  the  local  school  districts  must 
work  in  close  cooperation  to  define  precisely  the  broad  purposes  for 
assessment  and  evaluation  and  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  state-wide 
activities  to  be  conducted  in  the  decade  ahead.   As  a  starting  point 
for  planning,  the  following  four  broad  purposes  for  assessment  and 
evaluation  are  offered s 
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1.  To  gather  data  to  permit  local  school  officials  to  compare  their 
needs  and  the  effectiveness  of  their  programs  with  the  needs  and 
results  obtained  by  other  school  systems  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Systematic  collection  of  data  should  improve  the  capacity  of 
local  school  administrators  to  determine  priorities  and  reallocate 
resources,  and  should  also  strengthen  the  local  administrator  in  his 
efforts  to  obtain  additional  resources  for  the  public  schools. 

2c   To  gather  data  to  enable  the  Department  of  Education  to  provide 
more  effective  assistance  to  local  school  systems,, 

Illustrative  of  this  purpose  are  the  follow-up  activities  now  being 
conducted  by  the  Department  in  relation  to  the  1970-71  fourth-grade 
testing  program*   Department  staff  have  visited  twenty-nine  schools 
with  high  positive  difference  scores  in  reading,  language,  and 
arithmetic,  and  have  prepared  a  report  for  school  administrators 
identifying  program  factors  which  may  be  associated  with  high 
achievement  in  basic  skills.   Now  Department  staff  will  be  visiting 
schools  with  scores  within  the  range  of  the  first  stanine  to  discuss 
with  local  administrators  ways  the  Department  may  assist  these 
schools  in  improving  student  cognitive  skills. 

3.  To  gather  data  to  help  the  Department  improve  allocation  of  State 
resources  and  to  help  the  Department  win  support  for  providing 
additional  State  resources  for  our  public  schools. 

It  is  highly  likely  that  the  Commonwealth's  share  of  the  cost  of 
public  school  programs  will  be  increasing  in  the  near  future,  and 
it  is  also  possible  that  our  present  formula  for  allocating  State 
resources  to  public  school  systems  may  be  altered  significantly. 
With  such  changes  under  consideration 9  it  is  imperative  that  we 
have  state-wide  data  to  insure  that  any  new  systems  proposed 
effectively  provide  equal  educational  opportunity  for  all  children 
in  the  Commonwealth. 

4.  To  gather  data  to  promote  individualization  of  evaluation  and 
reporting  techniques  and  individualization  of  instruction. 

During  the  next  ten  years ,  the  trend  of  assessment  and  evaluation 
activities  should  move  from  analysis  of  schools  and  school  systems 
to  emphasis  on  means  to  enhance  individualization  of  instruction. 
This  direction  will  undoubtedly  result  in  quite  different  reporting, 
placing  emphasis  on  learner  achievement  in  light  of  definable 
objectives  and  behaviors,  and  will  require  application  of  sophis- 
ticated technology  for  recording,  compiling,  and  summarizing 
achievement  data. 

After  reaching  agreement  on  the  broad  purposes  for  assessment  and 
evaluation  activities,  both  the  Department  and  the  local  school  districts 
must  together  design  a  long-range  assessment  and  evaluation  program  to 
move  us  toward  improving  the  educational  environment  for  all  Massachusetts 
children. 
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It  is  the  Department's  position  that  questions  about  the  establishment  of 
criteria,  the  nature  of  comparisons,  and  the  methods  of  obtaining  data 
must  be.  resolved  by  the  total  educational  family.   Comparisons  and  evalua- 
tions Xtfill  inevitably  be  made  on  a  regional  and  state-x^ide  basis 9  but  only 
after  consultation  with  and  input  from  all  the  publics  concerned., 


ASSESSMENT  TECHNIQUES  AND  THE  GG£LS 

There  is  no  single  test  instrument  that  will  allow  educators  to  measure 
precisely  the  status  of  the  individual  pupil  and  group  accomplishments, 
especially  in  the  area  of  the  effective  domain.   Consequently s  the  State 
Board  of  Education  urges  educators  to  use  a  multiple  approach  including 
the  use  of  standardized  tests 9   teacher-made  tests s  pupil  inventories, 
behavioral  objectives „  and  performance  criteria,, 

Listed  below  are  the  Educational  Goals  for  Massachusetts  recently  adopted 
by  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education.   Illustrations  are  given  for 
selected  Goals  of  the  kinds  of  techniques  we  will  cooperatively  develop 
for  all  the  Goals  for  (1)  measuring  the  status  of  accomplishment  of  both 
individual  students  and  groups  of  students  and  (2)  indicating  in  some 
measure  the  worth  of  the  educational  programs  that  the  students  have 
been  exposed  to. 

1.  Physical  and  Emotional  Well-Being 

2.  Basic  Communication  Skills 

3.  Effective  Uses  of  Knowledge 

4.  Capacity  and  Desire  for  Lifelong  Learning 

5.  Citizenship  in  a  Democratic  Society 

6.  Respect  for  the  Community  of  Man 

7.  .,  Occupational  Competence 

8„   Understanding  of  the  Environment 
9.   Individual  Values  and  Attitudes 
10.   Creative  Interests  and  Talents 

Development  of  Physical  and  Emotional  Weil-Being 

Techniques: 

1.  Sample  physical  examination  and  health  record  data  from  Massachu- 
setts school  systems. 

2.  Administer  health  knowledge  tests  at  various  curricular  levels. 

3.  Conduct  pilot  or  demonstration  projects  testing  the  validity  of 
behavioral  rating  and  self-concept  attitude  scales  as  well  as 
analyzing  pupil  interaction  and  social  behaviors  through  such 
techniques  as  anecdotal  records,  sociograms s :  and  human  relations 
studies. 

4.  Apply  teacher-pupil  interaction  scales  to  determine  the  social 
and  emotional  climate  of  education. 
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Acquisition  of  Basic  Communication  Skills 
Techniques  s  •* .'  -' 

1.  Expand  aptitude/achievement  measures  consistent  with  the  fourth- 
grade  philosophy  at  elementary  and  selected  secondary  school  levels. 

2.  Expand  efforts  in  communication  skills  testing  to .measure  application 
of  communication  skills  in  both  oral  and  written  communication -beyond 
measurement  of  mechanics.  -.-.,  ■:.'"■   ""•""..  - 


3.  Expand  testing  in  the  area  of  mathematics  beyond  the  fourth-grade 
arithmetic  level  to  measure  mastery  levels  in. various  facets  of 
mathematics  with  particular  emphasis  on  career  developmental  needs 
and  lifelong  learning.  ""    ■ .,  .     -  .  •.-:■ 

...  ,  '  .   -  ■  '.  :  .'■-  -■       ,         .  ■■•' '  ■         "\-  .    ■  „' 

4.  Analyze  curricular  data,  enrollments ,  and  pilot  achievement  testing 
in  specialized  English  areas  and  in  foreign  language. 


Development  of  Occupational  Competence  ., 

Techniques :>  ..„■'*•  "-  ., 

1.  Define  objectives,,  develop/ evaluative  instruments-,-, -and' -'conduct 
follow-up  studies  of  graduates  "df  vocational  programs'.. 

2.  Conduct  studies  similar  to  these  in  comprehensive  high  schools 
throughout  the  State  as  well  as  in  specific  vocational  institutions 
and  compare  approaches  to  determine  if  differences  in  rate  and 
quality  of  learning  are  definable.-;      }        •>■•-'*.    •  '"■   " 

*-'•'•''  '...  T  -   v   *_  *       '-;•        '"    '*■     '■■'':'".     "■  .'"  „'.  --    ,  -*  *  -    '.  .--  -;• 

Understanding  of  the  Environment  •  . '    - v  ■      * 

'■'■■.  '  •••*'  >»  •       ' .  '''.'■■■   '  -  '  *  '   ;.  "  .-' 

Techniques:      l.~V""'\   ;'■•-;.  ,  ~-  •-, 

1.  Administer'  general  science  survey  evaluation  instruments  and 
specialized  science  achievement  instruments  to  various  school 
population  samples.'     .  ^  ';-\-     ■  ■  '    '  '■'    * •:-.'' 

2.  Do  research  on  advanced  placement  programs  in  science  and  mathematics 
for  public  school  students  and  evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  such 
offerings.  .-.:i  ' "  ^  •'.'•  -  •■ ;,' 

v"  I.;  -  •  '"  j:.\   *-r*A*i«":>  '  •  '"',  ".-  " .  '  ■  y.t  ',-.  ■■■■   ■  '■'/■}    :':  ' 

3.  Do  research  on  and  evaluate  student  participation  in  various 
conservation' and  ecology  activities  both  in  and  outside  .of  school. 

Tliis  assessment  program  will  evolve  over  the  next- few  years.;":  Gradually , 
it  is  expected  that  a  delineated  data  bank  will  be-'developed  for  the  ' 
analysis  of  the  educational  offerings  of  any  school  and  community  in 
the  light  of  these  goals,     .  ■         \  >x       ■      :;.-v-.--  ..•'./.■-'*-" 
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EXAMPLES 
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